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"Come, Lord Jesus" 
Revelation 22:12-17, 20 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Emmett, Idaho 
Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

27 May Anno Domini 2001 
Exaudi Sunday -- The Sunday after the Ascension 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Dear Baptized, 
 
While it is most certainly true that the proclamation of the person and work of the Incarnate Son of 

God is the focus and message of the church throughout the year, this is particularly so during the 

festival cycle. Beginning with Advent, the Church hears the Word begotten of the Father from 

eternity and conceived in the womb of the Jewish virgin named Mary in time. At Christmastide we 

behold the heavens open and the angels sing of the Word born in Bethlehem. During Epiphany the 

Light of the world shines forth through the Word going forth to accomplish His purpose among the 

nations. During Lent the faithful follow the Lord as He is lead outside the holy city to the cursed 

place where Jesus will be the sufficient Sacrifice for the sins of all people of all times, yours and 

mine included; for on the cross is salvation wrought and the forgiveness of all sins earned. "So Jesus 

suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through His own Blood" (Hebrews 13:12). 
 
On the eighth day, that is, on the blessed new day after the Lord's Sabbath Day rest in the tomb, that 

is, on the morning of the third day, the Incarnate Word goes forth from the chamber of death and the 

proclaimed Word of Christ crucified and risen commences the joyful season of Easter. In Eastertide 

the faithful listen to the Lord as did His apostles. Indeed, "to them He presented Himself alive after 

His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the Kingdom of 

God" (Acts 1:3). At the end of forty days "He ascended into heaven; He sitteth on the right hand of 

the Father, God Almighty; from whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead" (The 

Athanasian Creed). The Church celebrated the Ascension three days ago, the fortieth day after Easter 

morning. 
 
Today is Exaudi, the last Sunday of the Easter Season, and the Epistle Reading addresses this very 

day, today, a day during the time after the Ascension and Enthronement of the Lamb and before the 

Last Day. In the 22nd chapter of Revelation, verses 12-17 and 20, Jesus declares that He is coming 

quickly. In response to this promise, the Church gladly replies and joyfully petitions ... 
 
... Come, Lord Jesus  
 
"‘Behold, I am coming soon, bringing My recompense, to repay every one for what he has done. I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those 

who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the Tree of Life and that they may enter the 

City by the Gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, 

and every one who loves and practices falsehood. I Jesus have sent My angel to you with this 
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Testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star.' The 

Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.' And let him who hears say, ‘Come.' And let him who is thirsty 

come, let him who desires take the Water of Life without price. ... He Who testifies to these things 

says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.' Amen. ‘Come, Lord Jesus!'" 
 
Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 
 
Dear Baptized, 
 
Salvation is by the grace of God and not because of man's supposed and/or intended good works "for 

by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the Gift of God — 

not because of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). Judgment, however, will be 

based upon the evidence presented when the books are opened and the dead are "judged by what was 

written in the books, by what they had done" (Revelation 20:12). For the Christian, the evidence of 

faith is the good works that the Lord has done in and through him or her, namely, that which is done 

as a result of God working faith in Christ in the heart of the infant, youth and adult, "for God is at 

work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13).  
 
The Church declares this to be true as she stands on her Lord's Word and confesses that Jesus is Lord 

"at Whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies and shall give an account of their own 

works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into 

everlasting fire. This is the catholic faith; which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he 

cannot be saved" (The Athanasian Creed). Or, as the Alpha and the Omega has said, "Behold, I am 

coming soon, bringing My recompense, to repay every one for what he has done." 
 
Contrary to what the Romanists and the Universalists believe, teach and confess, there are only two 

places as the Word declares ... either outside the gates or inside the gates of the Holy City. The 

legalistic Romanists add to the Word by inventing a third place called purgatory, thus denying 

Christ's full atonement for all sins; while the tolerant Universalists take away from the Word by 

abolishing hell, thus denying the necessity of the Holy Spirit's work and gift of faith. 
 
In the Epistle Reading for today, Jesus states not only is there Paradise inside the gates but there is 

that other awful place, namely, outside the gates where there "are the dogs and sorcerers and 

fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and every one who loves and practices falsehood." Outside 

the city is a cursed, unclean place where there are not only are necromancers who poison the body, 

but especially those religious sorcerers who have polluted souls with the venom of false doctrine and 

the toxins of tolerance and the programs of choice. Outside is where the porno- practitioners, the 

murderer, the idol-worshipers and the idolaters are consigned ... particularly those immoral who, 

"though they know God's decree that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do them 

but approve those who practice them" (Romans 1:32). Or, as Jesus said, "every one who loves and 

practices falsehood." 
 
Or, do you not recall what Jesus said? "On that Day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your Name, and do many mighty works in Your Name?' And then will I declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers'" (Matthew 7:22-23). Outside the gates will 

be those who cried out, "the Gospel, the Gospel" and yet never actually proclaimed the Gospel. 

These religious impenitent pirouetted around the Gospel but did not preach it because they never 

knew it. Or worse yet, they knew it but did the Gospel Gyration because they did not believe it or 
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because they are offended by the Gospel, that is, by the Good News that Jesus, true God and true 

man, took upon Himself and atoned for all the sins and for all the sinfulness of all people when He 

offered Himself as the Sacrifice when He, "became obedient unto death, even death on a cross" 

(Phil. 2:8), and rose again from the dead. Thus is this forgiveness given by the grace of God through 

Word and Sacrament. For the Gospel is not a doctrine about forgiveness, the Gospel is forgiveness. 
 
If you do not hear this Gospel in every sermon, every Divine service, then please, I beg you, let me 

know. For my sake and for the sake of all here in this congregation, tell me if you do not hear the 

Gospel - if you do not hear the forgiveness of sins announced, lest I be included in those who are 

assigned a place outside the gate on Judgment Day. If you care about me and my eternal abode, then 

do the caring and loving thing: confront and admonish me if you do not hear the Gospel. 
 
Outside is where the vicious beasts feed on the unclean, just as the dogs licked up the cursed blood 

of wicked Ahab and evil Jezebel outside the city. In order that no one might have to spend one 

second outside the gates, the Son of God left His heaven and came to this fallen world to go outside 

the city in our place. Jesus is the Scapegoat, upon Whose head is all sin is declared. He is sent into 

the wilderness and there, at Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, the Root and the Offspring of David 

experienced on the cross what He has said through David ... 
 
"Yea, dogs are round about Me; 
    a company of evildoers encircle Me; 
    they have pierced My hands and feet" 
        (Psalm 22:16). 
 
Here it was where and when Jesus shed His holy, precious Blood ... not that the wicked beasts might 

lick it up, but that men, women, children and infants might "have washed their robes and made them 

white in the Blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14). Indeed, "blessed are those who wash their robes, that 

they may have the right to the Tree of Life and that they may enter the City by the Gates." Christ is 

the Fruit on the Tree of Life and whoever eats His flesh and drinks His Blood will live forever, and 

"the leaves of the Tree are for the healing of the nations" (Rev. 22:2). Truly the Gates of the City are 

the proclaimed Word of the Gospel and the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. These are the only way into 

the Kingdom of God. Truly we believe, teach, confess "and must constantly maintain that God will 

not deal with us except through His external Word and Sacrament. Whatever is attributed to the 

Spirit apart from such Word and Sacrament is of the devil" (Smalcald Articles). 
 
But surely this is good news, for certainty is found in God's Word and not in the whims and schemes 

of man, and this in order that we not be "tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of 

doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles" (Ephesians 4:14), namely by 

every one who loves and practices falsehood."  
 
The Lord Jesus has declared, "Behold, I am coming soon" and in response to this Good News "the 

Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.'" The Holy Spirit takes the Church's prayer and "intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God" (Romans 8:27). "Come, Lord Jesus!" And let you, dear 

Christian, who hears the Word of the Good News of Christ crucified and risen for you, join the Spirit 

and the Bride in the holy litany, "Come, Lord Jesus!" For, as you and I do this, we are also about the 

work of inviting others to hear the Gospel "that they may have the right to the Tree of Life and that 

they may enter the City by the Gates." For truly there are those whose souls thirst for the forgiving 

Word entrusted to the Bride. So let the Church be the place where the Water of Life is given without 



66022012 Revelation 22 12-17, 20 Come, Lord Jesus (MLM) – page 4 

www.scholia.net 

price - where Jesus is received in the gracious water of the Baptismal font "for without the Word of 

God the water is simple water and no Baptism. But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a 

gracious Water of Life and a washing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost" (The Small Catechism). 

Evangelism happens when the Bride of Christ receives those who were outside the city, brings them 

in by means of the gates and prepares them for the Feast. 
 
Thus and therefore does Jesus speak, "He Who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming 

soon.'" Surely this is Good News for the lovely Bride as she is "the mother that begets and bears 

every Christian through the Word of God" (The Large Catechism). To this gnarly, beloved Bride, 

whom Christ secured with His nail-pierced hands and lanced heart, the Bridegroom promises, "Yes, 

I am coming soon." Though she endures the attacks from those without her, she bears awful aches 

from as well as for the false sons within her pale. Yet she knows that her Bridegroom has been with 

her through the sad days of many centuries and the joyful seasons of her children's years. 
 
In faithful reply to her Beloved's Word of certain and sure promise, "Yes, I am coming soon," the 

Bride and her faithful children petition, "Come, Lord Jesus!'" Do you think that the Lord will not 

answer this prayer? Surely He will. Do you think that the Lord does not answer this prayer? Surely 

He does. For this is the Table Prayer of the Church as she calls upon her Lord to be present where 

He has promised to be. Indeed, the Lord Jesus has been answering it wherever and whenever the 

Bride has set the Table with bread and wine, and the called and ordained servant of the Word speaks 

the Verba, that is, the words of institution: "This is My Body given for you. This is My Blood shed 

for you."  
 
Dear Baptized, in this gracious Gospel of the LORD God Almighty, there is forgiveness for you in 

the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
"Now to Him Who is able to keep you from falling and to present you without blemish before the 

Presence of His Glory with rejoicing, to the only God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, bo 

glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and for ever. Amen" (Jude 24-25). 


